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PURPOSE
The National Rock Garden will celebrate Australia's 
rich geological heritage:

• In a parkland setting within the national capital

• By means of a permanent display, showcasing the 
diversity of rocks and minerals, that contribute so 
significantly to the nation's landscapes, heritage 
and prosperity.



BOARD: 
Professor Brad Pillans, Michelle Cooper, John Bain and Mike Smith, 
supported by a broadly based Steering Committee

ADVISORY COUNCIL:
Dr Neil Williams, Honorary Professor, RSES, ANU 
Shenal Basnayake, CEO, Australian Science Teachers Association
Prof. Tom Calma AO FAA, Chancellor, University of Canberra
Jo White, Director, Questacon
Dr James Johnson, CEO, Geoscience Australia
Tom Kapitany, Director, National Dinosaur Museum
Dr Mathew Trinca, Director, National Museum of Australia
Scott Saddler AM, Executive Branch Manager, National Arboretum
Kate Schulze, General Manager, Minerals Council of Australia
Simon Troeth, Newcrest Mining Limited



WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?
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GRANDCHILDREN FROM LONDON



Polished 
Banded 

Iron 
Formation



Chinaman Ck Limestone & Megalodont bivalves



Orbicular Granite 
Mt Magnet



XXXX



XXXX

LOOKING 
TOUCHING 
LEARNING



XXXX
OLDER FOLK LIKE ROCKS
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YOUNG FOLK GET QUITE EXCITED
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BULAHDELAH ALUNITE 

supported by Worimi People of the Karual LALC 
and funded by Federal Heritage Grant



TARANA GRANITE – THE ORANGE-
COLOURED OPERA HOUSE ROCK

Sadly, the white roof 
tiles are from Sweden



TARANA GRANITE UPLIFT
Funded by private donation



NOW STORED ON 
MARULAN FARM



INDIGENOUS CONSULTATION
Face-to-face and on-line conversations with the 
executives of the Bathurst Local Aboriginal Land 
Council has concerned:
• Incorporating the name WIRADJURI COUNTRY 

on the NRG’s descriptions of the rock,
• Including the local landform BUUMAL to 

distinguish the eastern part of Wiradjuri land,
• Developing support for young Indigenous people 

to encourage travel from town out to their 
Country & learn about walang.



XXXX
ADELONG NORITE

FRED HOLLOWS MEMORIAL



BRAD, GABI & ANDREAS AT NRG’S NORITE



MORUYA TONALITE 
ARRIVES IN ACT



SYD HBR BRIDGE PYLON



MIDDLEDALE GABBROIC DIORITE



ROCK WASHING ESSENTIAL



Lance Black – geochronologist       John Henderson $10K donor

DIORITE BOULDER 
DELIVERED TO ACT



MGD ZIRCON CRYSTALS



EUGOWRA TOWN OF MURALS –
WASHED AWAY



CARMINA GREY WALLS IN NEW 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE (EUG. GR.)



EUGOWRA 
GRANITE BLOCK



EUG. GRAN. 
ARRIVES IN NAC 
STORAGE SITE 

13/12/2022



4TH JUNE 2021 SIGNING OF 
NRG-ACT AGREEMENT



NATIONAL ARBORETUM CANBERRA



NEW ROCK GARDEN LOCATION



NEW ROCK GARDEN LOCATION   Image by Brad Pillans



The NRG has employed landscape architects, Harris Hobbs 
Landscapes, to finalise the concept design of our new site in the 
National Arboretum Canberra. This design has been lodged as a 
Works Application for approval. 

It features a series of themed rock clusters, connected by wheelchair-
accessible paths and will be integrated with a complementary 
planting of Weeping Wilga trees, Geijera parviflora. 

A shelter near cluster B will be subject to a future Works Application.



ROCK CLUSTER 
LAYOUT



CLARIFYING CLUSTER THEME NAME 
AND NUMBER





APPROVAL TO PROCEED GIVEN 21 FEB 2023

The application entailed 23 documents (descriptions, drawings and plans)



The contractor will comply with all directions of the NAC 
regarding work, health and safety (WH&S) matters. This includes 

the right to carry out site inspections by NAC officers.

Prior to commencing works, the contractor shall submit to the 
NAC a Safety Plan specific to the works.  The Safety Plan itemises 

10 specific areas for detailed response.

TENDER PROPOSALS FOR THIS WORK DUE END OF APRIL

NATIONAL ARBORETUM CANBERRA (NAC)
General Work Health and Safety Requirements



What is next ?
• Bingie igneous complex
• Host gneiss from Broken Hill
• Fowlers Gap fossiliferous silcrete
• Peats Ridge columnar basalt
• Deep sea radiolarian chert from Chaffey Dam
• Maybe Mineral Hill (thanks Jess), Magnetite Skarn 

(thanks Doug), and Bauxite (thanks Ian)
• And in WA: Mt Weld REE, Spodumene +
• And more: WA, Qld, Vic, Tas, SA, NT, ACT 



BINGIE POINT IGNEOUS COMPLEX 
(Stewart Needham)



BINGIE IGNEOUS COMPLEX



HOST GNEISS BROKEN HILL



TYPICALLY FOLIATED BH GNEISS



XXXXTHE GARNETS TELL A STORY OR TWO
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WOLF LEYH’S FISH-EYE GNEISS
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BROKEN 
HILL 

GOSSAN



ABUNDANT SINTER BOULDERS AT FG



UPLIFT OF FOWLERS GAP SILCRETE



JET WASHING 
OF SPECIMEN



FOSSIL LEAF AND 
BRANCH – NOW SEEKING 
BHLALC ENGAGEMENT



RED RADIOLARIAN 
CHERT – DEEP SEA 

DEPOSIT



RED RADIO-
LARIAN 
CHERT

ROCK MARKING 
CHAFFEY DAM 

COMPLETION Oct 
1979

PMA-MJS visit 
approved August 

2023



NORFOLK ISLAND – BRITISH PENAL 
COLONY – TWICE ABANDONED



BASALT BOULDER IN FARM PADDOCK



MASSIVE AND 
BEDDED 

CALCARENITE



MAIN LOADING WHARF AT 
KINGSTON, NORFOLK ISLAND



MT WELD REE



BE AT PHIL’S REE TALK FOR SMEDG



Conclusions
We have approval to proceed
We have sought 4 quotes to achieve the Landscape Design
We have rocks in WA, Qld, NSW, Vic & ACT ready to move
We have funding for many of the rock re-locations
We will need additional funds for the construction work
We are planning an initial Opening Event in late 2023
Thank you SMEDG !! 



K  F  E  
IN NSW

Russell Meares, Michael Leggo, Jane & Larry Barron, 
Barney Stevens, Wolf Leyh, Shelley Mills, Paul Ashley, 
John Greenfield, Simone Meakin, Stewart Needham, 
Alex Ritchie, Kelsie Dadd, John Martyn, Joanna Parr, 

John Holliday, Ian Percival, Col Bembrick, David Cohen, 
Kim Stanton-Cook, Peter Lewis, Lance Black, Adrian 
Fisher, Doug Finlayson, Ian Williams, Ian Graham, 

Martin Van Kranendonk, Max Rangott, Morris Duggan, 
Ian Levy, Jessica Askew, Doug Menzies, Brenda 

Franklin, David Branagan, Jane Lemman, Phil Gilmore, 
Joel Fitzherbert, Ian Pringle & more

Plus all of SMEDG Committee













Last thought for NSW – Ardlethan Tin

Thank you for listening



NSW Rocks already in, or on their 
way into the NRG Display



Future NSW Rocks



More NSW Rocks for the Future

Future


