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Dr Tim McConachy is a geologist with extensive technical, managerial and business experience spanning five
decades. He earned his First Class Honours degree in Geology from the University of New England, and later his
PhD from the University of Toronto, studying seafloor ore deposits. He was formerly Chief Geologist at Rio Tinto,
and Head of Seabed Ore Systems at CSIRO. During this time, the outstanding quality of his work was recognised
when he was awarded the CSIRO Chairman’s Gold Medal in 2002 and Partnership Excellence Award in 2006.

Since 2007, he has focused on entrepreneurial endeavours in mineral and energy exploration in the Asia-Pacific
region. He studied at the prestigious Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and became the first Australian
geologist to see ‘black smokers’ from the deep-sea submersible ‘ALVIN’ soon after their initial discovery. He was
involved in the early days at Kelian gold mine in Indonesia and helped design the second round of drilling; and,
played a major role in the generative exploration stage of the Bowdens silver discovery in NSW; and led the
team involved in the Avebury nickel discovery in Tasmania. He is also credited for the discovery of the first
seafloor massive sulfide deposits in the Exclusive Economic Zones of the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. 

Tim is a Member of the Geological Society of Australia (from 1973), a Fellow of the AusIMM (from 1974), a
Member of the American Geophysical Union (from 1984), and a Senior Fellow of the Society of Economic
Geologists (from 1987), including being the NSW Mineral Exploration Correspondent 2003-2006.

He served with great energy on the SMEDG Committee from 2003-2023. He continues his geological adventure
now as an Executive Director in several unlisted exploration companies which he co-founded.

Tim is widely recognised for his considerate leadership and his ability to engage with everyone he meets in a
warm and respectful manner. He is a dependable friend and mentor.

At this point in Tim’s continuing career, we are very happy to present Tim with the SMEDG Lifetime Membership
Award. We thank him for his extensive work in mineral exploration, and his invaluable support of the SMEDG
community for over twenty years.

 


